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SESSION 

OF THE -.mim^BB ^^M'.fP^ 

COOSA RIVER ASSOCVAt \6.X, 

•fBWfT .-Ja*>V- HELD AT 

LIBERTY CHURCH, 

TALLADEGA COUNTY, ALA. 

r- JSWS -> ■ 

TaUddtga'Afabami', Libtrty M. If. Sent. j£tn*lS50. 

' 

1 The M roisters 8nd Dale gates to the Seventeenth Annual 
Session of the Coosa River Baptist Association met with the 
-church at thia place, ani repaired to the stand when the Intro- 
ductoiy Serroou was preached by Elder H. D. Acher from 
Romans 14, chap. 7 8 verses. 

2 The Association was then opened by prayer by Elder R; 
Psce. 

3 Letters from the different churches composing the Asso- 
ciation were iead' and their contents noted, 

4 Elected by ballot Elder U. E. Taliaferro Moderator, and 
John M. Crook cleik. 

5 Opene I a doer f.»r the reception of churches, Moaut Pleas 
ant and Trout Creek, StOlair county, presented petitions 
through their delegates and Were received. 

6 The Rules of Decorum were read; and visiting ministers 
invited to seats in the session. ajfjli^' 

7 The following committees were appointed. On presehtng 
Wm Curry, D. Meat on, II. W. Nelson and Leverett. On busi* 
ness R. Pace, J. M. Scott, J. A. Collins, with the moderator 
and clerk. On finance S. Mot ria. J. Headen and C. Croat. 
Oa documents S. G, Ji.nkin*, H. D. Acher and Roberts. On the 
religious instruction of colored people Wm Curry, 8. Morri- 
and A. Oden. ' 

8 Chiles MeGee was appointed Treasurer. 

9 Wm Curry, C. McGee, J. Headen, W. W. IWattison sed 
S. Morris wore appointed Executive Cemmittee on Domes ic 
Missions. 
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10 Elder M. Gatrett who wikrippointed^laai session to en< 
quire into the condition of Nan* Hope ohugth reported that 
•aid church wet dissolved. 

11 Brethren Hesden, Morris* Cross, Roberts, Taliaferro, 
Scott and Collins were appointed to visit and advise with Kyi 
mulga church and report to the next association. 

12 Adjourned till half past eight o'clock on Monday porning, 
alter prayer by Eld^.Mf Hi if"*. | } |7 

On Lords day Elders Scott abil Taliaferro pleached in tho 
forenoon, aftd Oothns and Jinkinsin the afternoon to large and 
attentive congregations. ;, ' r J . -~,L~ 

Monday Morning, Sept* 1 6th 8-J o'clock. The association, 
pursuant to adjournment, met, W «*fh|* [i ftfyer by Elder R. 
Pace proceeded to business, , rA1 . 

Called the roll and noted the absentees, 
Adopted, the report of tho committee on business. 

3 Received Letters of correspondence from Canaan Asso- 
ciation by Elder Joseph Moore; and from the Central by broth- 
er Wm, \V. Johnson 

4 Appoiitdil Corresponding Delegates: To Canaan A aso- 
ciaii-<n, T»- P. Holcomfce and Wm. McCain^ Jenkins to write. 
To Gentt.aU Teller, Taleuirl, Peebles, Williams to wiit*. fn 
Mulberry, Reavis and Tiset — Rowdon to vrrite* To Falb*aia« 

. hatchie, Acher, Jenkins and* R. Pace— MHtmon to- write. To 
the Baptist State Convention, Taliaferro and Collina-Cn'Hins to 
■'09 ftajrjj : ■ • ■ • 

4 Elected Elder Wm. McCain to preach the next Introduc- 
tory Serrtioo— J. A. Collins alternste: S; &. Jenkins to Wrirra 
the Circular letfer-T. Cal'ey alternate: D. P-eebrfes to preach 
,*he, M«eione*ydftesrnnn—J. A. Col^na alrernaseveeiJ. sermon 
*0t :l^?pr^ohed at U o'clock on Lord's day. 

6 Voted that thirteen hundred cftpies^lbeMimrtes SO plan- 
ted. M J 
6 Appointed agen f s to distribute the Minute*/ l«st District, 
. ytm* Martjn: 2nd Distrir r, .1. Hoadeo: • ^T'+Mwrict; HIT W. 
-NeWon and Jv ff .1 llowdon: 41* Dktttetf ^Hl W Jebnsdn. 

7, Re-port jr>£ toe Committee oil FinanceVwda feed ainl strop. 
eted- .(Ajp^endsxA.y 

arft fSOT>Motii-eaoarera>ir eportl utts .resdend sfeei*i»ed; < (See- iaern a 
in the reporrt, oi'ihe Cnrpmittee on Finanre. (Apper»dix. A) 

9 1 he Circular letter was called for, read and'etf^pteri. * 

10 The Rp pent at the Committee <*rTOb*ala^iee*«<tti , tfroe« 
t?«n,of oil r colored* population was adv»ptedi > {Apperfdft B.) 

.1 rtdwajrtej*i^f|»»y^Ttnffhe-E^ 
onestic Mission. (Appendix C.) vsini.«** 
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meats. ( Afpendjx D. ) 
^responding tetters to other Ao* 



and tfomtitation of 



' IS Adopted 
,13 Read art< 
ao&afoas, 

rYToted to haw 
tfai* .Association published. 

15' The Trout Creek chnrch was attached to the first Dts* 
tnclf a<hi Meant Pleasant to the third. District. 

tO ' Authorized the Clerk to draw on the Treasurer for funds 
to publish the Minutes; and Voted him ten dollars for hi- ser« 

17 Brethren Williams, McGee and Headen were appointed 
to obtain the Association Bonk and bend the same to the Clerk. 

RESOLUTIONS 

1 Resolved, That wheti Churches desire the services of a 
Missionary, appointed by (he Executive Committee of this As* 
eociation as a, supply, that it shall be the duty of the Missionary 
to ascertain the amount they are wHHng to give towards his 
support, and that the sum given be deducted from bis wages; 
and that this Resolution be given as-in struct ion to the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

2 Resolved, That the Executive Committee be instructed to 
pny for aid furnished their Missionaries. 

3 Resolved, That the. Churches be requested to state in their 
annual letters what amount they ore willing te give the. next 
year for the ' Domestic Mission. 

4 JfaWrWtf, ^hat in view of the great responsibility »hich 
must necessarily devolve upon the lising generation, in sustain'' 
rirg and perpettratmg oer jjolittca* and religious liberties, we 
•f^eoarfterW'te'H'eadS of famines rhe important duty of coltiva* 
ting, at on early IpM-fod of life.in fbai minds of their children 
Irivtf f»Tf the BfbJe, and reverence for the Sanctuary of God: and 
♦"that Ministers of the Gospel be requested to press-earnestly the 

tfrafma of God upon the time and tafents of the youth of our 
•eoontry. "•> ■ 

^ft-sohed,' That we highly appTove of the effort which Rev. 
fe&to A: Cbllfnsfs n^w making to circulate Bapii»'t books and 
publfcarirms among our churches. 

6 Resolved, That we cordially invrte the Baptist State Con* 
vention to hotd their next Session in the Town Of Talladega. 

7 Resolved, That the' thanks of this body be cordially ten 
dered to the brethren of Liberty Church, and the citizens gen 
orally, for their kindness sod hospitality. 

After a few remarks by the Moderator and prayer, the As* 
sociaii on adjourned. ... 

H. E. TkUAFZ1imBL l ffl<#Mr. 
J. W;€ROert, Citric: 
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For Domestic Mifaion fund. it" $132 00 

From alladega Church as a corporate body on - n 

pern neot fund. 06 00 

CoHtCU , a oo Sabbath. 25 00 

Batlant in the bands of the last years Treasurer, 93 15 
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C. R- CROSS, 
S. MORRIS. 
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1 APPENDIX B>, 

The ommittee to whom was reported tbe question of the in- 
struct! of the colored people subxit the following report.* 

"The importance of tbe colored people being instructed in the 
gospel n K can doubt. It makes them know belter hew to ful- 
fil all the duties of ibis life; it alone cm prepare lb era to give an 
account o Him, before whom all souls must appear. 

"The -eat means of the conversion and instruction o/ the 
colored . ople radst be as with' ourselves — tbe preaching of the 
gospel. Jut fur this to be effectual, it roust be understood. 
Tbit pre ;hing. which is most directly addressed tv> ihera, will 
be bes comprehended,* and therefore mo»t useful. Hence, 
while w» would recommend each church to make-full and suite • 
ble accommodation for. the colored people, so that they may be 
induced attend regular preaching; we at tbe aame time fee! 
thafspe I services, intended for and addressed to them, are 
alone et' »1 to the difficulty of reaching their capacities. We 
therefore 3%ctjpnaiely recommend this letter to the attention 
ofailou. 1 misters, so that when they preach- to the white con- 
gregatic a the morning, they may aim to preach to blacks in 
the ever. ;. 

•Tour Ministers hare far to ride to get home 
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tbe other duties for ihe next week. To all fairness, those who 
have servants should bear ibis in mind, and subscribe Such extra 
contributions as would enable Ministers tc devote more time to 
this work. ft -- * 

"It is also very important at the close of most services fur '.he 
colored eeople. Ministers should invite forward those who wish 
to be prayed for, and bold a kind of inquiry meeting, so as to 
talk personally with the anxious, and that suitable colored mem 
bera should be designated by the church to seek out, converse 
with, and direct such enquiries." *e'* 

« \»d WM. CURRY, Chdirma*. 

) . .(,-r riptr, 

•I •■■',.; 

APPENDIX C. 

The executive commit te appointed by tbe last Association to 
superintend the Domestic Mission in our bound?/ beg leave to 
reporf; that they havo employed the past year two Missionaries 
to occupy separate fields in our bounds at $1,1 2£ per day. £l» 
der Jordan WiNiams io whom was assigned that portion lying 
West of the Coosa River in St Clair county, reports that he 
commenced his labors about the first of May and has exercised 
publicly seventy six times, received thirteen by JSxperie/ice and! 
Baptism and Twenty seven by letter— assisted in constituting 
two Churches one with 12 members and tbe other with 7 mem- 
bers, and has ordained one Deacon, that he employed brothers 
Acher andCoilins who assisted him seven days in the constitu- 
tion of the above named Churches, and has been actively en-* 
gaged eighty six days and traveled 1125 miles, iocedeatsl ex« 
pences six dollars. Elder M Garret to whom was assigned the 
destitute portion east and south of tbe Mountain, reports that 
his time has been spent from Pinetuoky in Randolph, to er near 
Sockapatoy in Coosa county embracing a pert of Talladega 
but principally in tbe settlements of Tallapoosa river and its 
tributary streams, a distance of near fifty miles, that he 
baa visited ail our Churches east of the Mountain, and 
found several without Pastoral supply or Preaching, and some 
in a cold state troubled with difficulties, that be has held six pro* 
tracted Meetings, Baptised seventeen, additions to tbe Church- 
es twenty five, delivered 1 f7 sermons ancf teftuies, has been 
in tbe service of the committee 1 11 days — besides exor'atiutis. ' 
bis incidental expeoces have been $5 05 .eceived on tbe Mission 
25ceots. > 3 ' a( »" 

Brother Garret has had the co-operation and, assistance of 
Elder Foreman in holding protracted nheeflngs, thinks that bis 
labors in tbe Mission have had a good effect both among tbe 
churches and destitute parti that he has visited, and considers it 







highly important that the Mission be 
respectfully aobmittedV • ^ w , 
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alt of which i* 
B^ <**»**. 

The opmmiuee to whom was reined the atrbjeci of docu- 
ments, have had the same under considerate and aew auhaoic 
tee-W'WIWgjre^eftf . :•?•& daiw v Isnvei* 

Such is the importance of reugioo and thai salvation o« f soul-, 
that we deem it proper yea binding. ppo*» us, the pr«fe*«ed foU 
lowereof Christ lo use all reasonable meant* within oar power 
and to employ every engine for good which can be used for the 
promotion of the one and the accomplishment of the oth jr. If 
oar country was actually invaded by a formidable foreign/©*, 
a nation of free people would soon be in arms, every nerve 
woutd be strung for the conflict and every engine of war wpujd 
speedily be brought to bar upon the enemy, jbehattle over 
and the victory won, how great would be the desire of evpry 
Patriot to share the glories Of ftp achievement. With the chris- 
tian the salvation of sinners is of far greater importance, than 
the temporal fate of many nations. The enerpy of souls is far 



uiiik wp wi m» wajio ui^ciusbichi, iu9 restoration oi peace with- 
in her wall* and prosperity within her palaces your, committee 
recommend a general diffusion of religipus inteltfgerice 
amon^.chn8tlans,*believing that much means will excite thejn>/ 
tp increased .efrprt in the Redeemers Kingdom and WjH have it* 
influence, in removing that in^Herenceandapatbyi which ixj'stf* 
in the bjman heart to/jhe momentous, interests of the soul and 
Pf^rejt^e eflebtually^or the reewtjop of the engrafted 
word which is ablelo save the soul, Goodieligjoua bpok*. pa* 
P«? Mt ^Slj. co^itute the medium through wj# thi* inteJ- 
''glB 66 .^]^^!? 1 "^ or. diffused.-. Let amy eb|is«aobe r 
come, agcrtpo/teuror agent ahd ^vpiuoteer in this glorious cause 
and we will soon see the eJjMp/. °f tne Lord "P^ng., 9 n > tiui'rn- 
phanfly, |be.yictories pf the cross would sopii-be won and where. 
is the chnstiaii f who does not desire a pa«iripe#cwi in the .glories 
of its achievem^ept. \ ■ . , { , ' '_ " 

• JvHtfWw fefltt ? W & ^^" oed ;?0P * * jwftw* Bap-, 
tist Publication society the rspective merits of which we.canpqt 



now discuss. 

• mi ' 



state 
that 



Tbe orgifl^four a^nomina/fcp. |a ^je^ft ] #*r.en tbie 
at &e dayle Hot very distant w$eo eveqr flapttsi witbiii. our. 






Y^- comiiteuTweeU reateetf ully recommend tie-idoptioo 
of |fc*foHpfri«»i*»oUil*i». i :■:-.:, •' ' * id* i«t 

ibis lime, »f a »qcjety £f .meet m,eo»pf»c4i(ift, f ^abam^b*, 
c.tad.iM^^^i^^Sppiet^M lb* three, Brmbre^ 
be now appointed to procure ceprtHputiptis to purchase Pmff t , 
religious BtoWWi»'^^>|ia'^ 1 ' be^olieed; 
at M-itofe^md*W%fi&^ 
Mle»yW4WaHsteeWuodfeharke« 9«"»n^> J^ 1* V<. 

■nl t\ >*;.M;k^B»R>TS^ Chairman. 

". 'J | - ■• " • . « .Jjnlns bt'To /i'l'J;: 8« ©#§T 

.'I i. puinu ' '•• ■ "• • In ' - : ;,K 

• « ' ' • ~ ^° 

The present sesai^iof oju^bydy .being, now at a.^ose,, 
we ia conformity with common usage < submit for your peru 
*aj, tliefoHovving^clr^ar,.^),'^ f , - t :, Vi -« 

To H pbtain a knowledge of what ha*^ee» o^Ae-sqH.wirire 
ferred^jto ijie, «yj»nles, whicji accompany J&s address. 

jfhecbprch pi'plirla.is.aggi^fwve iu its nature, agdtba£ 
the pbjec^ designed in it^ establiibment, be accomplished it 
is highly necessary that harmony, and , peace and. Wtyj¥>- 
sliip e^8t ( wr^^g ) ^be.^mbers tbereol, and that the^ '.aji, 
wajk ivoftby oi the vocation wbenewifJl tbey are called. 
Assuming that these positions will be regarded a& true, 'age, 
will endeavor to submit a iew, observations conducive to 
their accomplishment; keeping in view, all the while thatj 
*nyt^j^g^iein.jCQ/itaU>e4,jp not to be, considered as ; np n ~ 
^a^v/but onjy ^^r^; "■ . 

Tbatharmonv, .peace aod fellowship' exist, and pe ..tua^u-i 
tapped in. the ch«r^hes, ; each one ibjmld bave certain rules, 
^ejj defined* and clearly understood. 

The first we mention, is, that a major^y jjjpuld I govern in 
all cases except in tho i tewpiio^anjj ^www^meiifccrs. 




(u rn. ii i wpm if ir i i ' jtidBfPEpw 
i n m f w' i m ii i u»i i< m b — ' i " ■ " ' ■■ 



In actions of this kind, unanimity shoufcj be required. We 

i nam ■fff~— '* -• - v - - •- * ••.'it*2*» A 




u*e of improvement ljM%fif$ii' ,- 
»!}«;« «c|» sometime* ma,y n'qt be in^ox^r,, J 
ofthij principle, suppose that Mm*kPW*mttm& 
tamed, as to whether or not, the act of becoming a Free 
Mason, Odd Fellow or Son of Terept*a*c«vjb .«» oferire 
for which a member should be dealt •wMhv 1 Nojr«wnpot#a. 
church dwe>grme f ty h*racf,lhat to become either is such 
an offence; then according fb the rnle^st mentioned, the 
majority could dea I with a member for so acting, not with "! 
standing^ minority might believe that to become either, 
is entirely innocent. On the other hai^. sliouXj a church 
by her act determine that to became a member of 
those fraternities is not *o offence, then Mieujd a member 
become either, he would be entirely free from liability to be 
charged as guiltv of so acting. In the absense of such an 
act of the church, no member becoming a Free Mason, 
Odd Fellow or Son of temperance, is to be charged as an 
offender for So doing; for nothing should be considered as an 
offence, but what is plainly forbidden by the word of God, 
or defined to be sb/by an act of the church. >: 

Anotfier role should be adopted declaring, that opooep- 
plication of a member for a letter dr^rsmfstton, each mem- 
ber shodWh^Ve the 'privilege of enquiring of him for the 
reasons of his appticatlort. According to the' role, no one 
is bound to make the enquhv, but may do so. In rriany 
cases; the^reasohs might be s'o obvious and fraiisfactory, tljafc 
ettqotry would be entirely unnecessary. Cares might be- 
cut. however, in Whicli a member might deem it to be his 
duty, to'-'tarke'fhe enqtf ry; afcc( should fie upon doing so, 
n&i be'iitffirife'ntly satisfied «s to choose tovore fortbe ap. 
pKcatft't'diWittssion, theriaccVding to' rhe first rule he could 
not be dismissed. ' ' ti. jntqeeii ; ..o.m -n ;:Ti 

TheTOJttYdtewe^mentionhiVofr^^e management 'of 
public or general and private or individual offence^, fitf a 
private dHhdivtt6al bffence, ti meant' tbaliiihd of an One 
whicn Wife %eaVm|s and'elrVrtg, relates and is almost $& 
clusively confined to the trespasser, trod him agaldst whom 
the trespass is committed.— ^if dfieiirV, the Sentiement of 
which giVe*s*ttsfaetren to the c4fcndM ;ti Mt iorheV things 
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pfamly recogmtcd by the scripiores w offences, or defined 
at such by the cburcb, come under the head of" poWic of 
general offencei. Alio private oflencejr hen (he stefifta 
relation thereto have been taken according fo the directions 
in the 18ft df Ifatt., and ffi\ to satisfy theeflehded it their 
becomes a public one, and conies under the cognizance of 
the church* Now the* nrie under consideration should al. 
low, in eaKei of public offences, privat- or individual labor* 
with offenders, but should not make it oblitory upon- any mem 
her thus to labor. And should a public offender give full 
satisfaction to a member, or a number of members, who 
might Mbor privately with bim, yet the church, as a church 
should iake action upon the ease. 

For the management of prfvafe offences, yon-are "referred 
to the 18th Matt. In the event of reconciliation being ob- 
tained, no action should be taken thereupon by the church. 
Although the offence may have been generally known, and 
have partaken largely of the nature ol a public offence, yet 
if the offended become satisfied; the presumption is, that the ■ 
offender has made sufficient acknowledgement; inasmuch 
as greater acknowledgements are necessary to satisfy the 
offended than any others. 

Another rule is suggested, declaring that any member ex- 
cept a deacon charging another before the church as being 
guilty ol a public offence, and.failing Jo sustain it, shall be 
liable tq be dealt with, as being guilty of slander. 

The rule should allow deacons thus to prefer charge* 
without liability to be disturbed; for in some eases, it might 
be very necessary, to call offenders to account, whea the 
probability of conviction, might be very doubtful, owing to 
the frailty or partiality of witnesses or want of testimony 
There should also be a rule to allow tne'eburch, as a church 
or any member thereof, to require any one of her members 
to answer to a common report concerning them, either dev 
rogatory to their character as a christian's or dishonorable 
to the cause of religion. 

Whether statements made by baptists only or those made 
by others also, be received as teaiimouy, each church has a- 
right to determine fvr herself. We suggest that no church* 
should act upon tr charge against any of her member?, er+ 
cept it be preferred by a member ot the baptist church.— 
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Charge comiqg froip : a^.otMft^wee v »|i#iH t ^,>ff ll $hV 
owed,aoiJ>« estfered.., ! ■«,!,• ft:n»9 * 

The. first rule, declaxing, that a majority tbali. .role ■ e/c. 
should be kept prominently iu view, for Strict adliesence to 
it, may in some cases, be iqdiapWfa^y nffleaiat^fcrr a<fc* 
p^ai^them. !> ilbp^ratc:. U pR»f: "*&<#* tiPv. *Jmm*w! 
takes action Mpon some particular case preaeWed*Md;f*a#T< * 
aeajjfcfey a soiall majority.,; ,Sopa,e,0f the, mioow,are so dfef 
****#$; &ftMbe#W»Mi*# .j(ffemH,|PiBbft»c^oftbe!W?BftrMy^' 
What is uowto.be dopel We say dea) with, thera. Jpo* 
what? Not because of (beir belief, thatlltey .4t* rjg^t, sjpd 
«he majority wrong. Their non-submission amounts to a 
violation of the rule, which declares, in this case, a majority 

uppa*lppTic 

minority foi . 

Now suppose the applicant feels aerieved & declare himself oo 
longer a member of the chorcb. What fad* 1 la' to badfetie!' "W* 
say deal wrth him. For * hat? Not for any particular immor* 
al conduct, for he may be a very orderly: member. i» general, 
and a very pinua man, but for a violation of the rule under eon 
sideration, id oot submitting to what it requites, [to wit] uuani- 
mous action on tha part of the church i.i granting latter,*, of dis- 
mission. Having remarked uoon tho adoption and knowledge 
of certain rules, aa being necessary to the ejcis'.eoce of harmony 
peace, and fellowship, we proceed to show that in order to 
the maintainance of these things something more is necessary: 
Union and equality, in many things should be cultivated and 
abound as much as poesible. That there are distinctions m ao> 
ciety. always have been, and always will be, adntka not of a 
doubt. That ibey exi*l among the membera of the churches in 
general U no less true. , Some are rich and some -ere, JQOT. — 
Some are limited in intelleclual endowments and. some possess 

them in a high degree, gome are learned aod some are ilMeo 

iMOiii * . *on> nur^nfp-fTTrrjoTraTiJ : -rr,. m-/ 
aie. 

But not withstanding these distinctions ought not every thing 

be avoided, calculated to rftefroyfhe Te^foSsatiip, and l«esen Hie 

union, that should exist auiong christiasftf ^ WeuW" *et' those 

hagaay favored in point of worWIy adva*«age#^4o weHraa tn act 

as 4o convince those less fwvontd with i these advantages, that 

they. are not regarded a* unworthy oUheir eoliee, or christian 

affection? ^lud would nyi the -latter class dp well to avoid jeaU 

ousy'and envy aa much as possible, laboring to suppress a .spirit 

of vindictiveness while writhing under tbe unpleasantness of ill 
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and distant treatise*, received in fast er in- imagination^ from 
ethers! Ought act all these redeemed by the same Mood, born 
ofta»aaa^avrr»t,h»^of alrtteco ib^wime inhemai^e, «o to 
aesmsto coowioce the wsHdthat teligioa*bas4a ba«*wed leveling: 
trMsieraiftg.ktfienee, disposing *a p«aM8»ors4o lore a* tot** 
reMo a* courteous, to be kindly and affectionate oaelo anoth- 
er, to exercise t*iet charity, whi<-h 'envieth aot> vauntetfc »et in 
sdf^i* «et«a»i<y provoked, endureib at) things and newr fail- 
eth." Ought net that treatment of each other be studied and ex 
ercwed, wbteH Wdald rebde* each other easy an<rpW*ant' WhSn 
together, eithe* on occasions of Divine worship, or tboae* •<•!«> 
woildly character? Let nothing be done to give occasion to the 
adveisaryto speak reproachfully. Put away from among ybo> 
every thing rending to piodaee alienation and bitterness, malice 
and envy, having a- tender regard for the feeling* of each ether: 
remembering that those distinctions above mentioned render not 
the feehngs of any one less tender or less sacred to- himeeWl 

Thus much) having been said, upon the fir*t position assumed 
at tbeeuteetywenowmakeafew remarks in support of the so* 
cond (to wit) that all ought to walk worthy of the vocation where 
with tbey are called. And here allow us to suggest the propriety 
of the churches adopting resolutions expressive of their dieappro 
bation of the members thereof, u*tog spirituous liquors, ** a bev 
erage, end frequenting places of fiddling and dancing, end eh* 
gaging* in plays common at parties &c. We sav jlvsdwtfroj 
places of dancing &e„ for surely no church anil aHMs the ac* 
thereof. \ In farther reference to this subject, the following scrip 
tural injunctions should be closely observed, and carried out, 
by christians genei ally. To be stride hv self examination, not to 
a*** aesr-mbling together, to love not the- world, to brtdtt the 
tongue, to depart frorh iniquity, to abstain- from the appearance 
ofevil,' to search the scriptures, to pray witimut ' ceasing— studi- 
ously avoiding many thieve,' and fail hfully performing others. 
Among those to be done eve holy meditation, aad constant 
watchfulness; to relieve the afflicted, and to succor the tempted;* 
to contribute to objects of chanty and benevolence, and to en- 
courage those institutions, tending in their operation to' arnelio-* 
i ate the condition of mankind, to fuVtber theignapel.tb'Jadvance 
the cause of religion, to enlarge the kingdom of Christ at.d t.>- 
promote God's glory in the salvsrlottof Siriaers. datajB 

Acting in Ibis way, the church becomes practtcally aggressire, 
making inroads upon its enemies, prostrating idolatry bringing 
Satan under its feet, overturning establishments of wickedness. 
s«bduing infidelity, breaking to pieces earthly opposing kroe> 
idums, and HHitfg the earth. • 

?r«fledl«d! *" ,:una.f \ .' • T« Ct 
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m*tA*>H«Mm CONSTITUTION. i5 ,„„ w **o .Jmuu-* 

1 Tea ■Mflkbers who are . regularly chosen by the CfaMefajM » 
in our union, shall compose the Astociatiop. But in making 
appototsseat* or assigning duties to be performed, it shell be 
constitutional for the Association to appoint lo any such duty, 
any ordained miaister whether in the bounds, and belonging to 
any church in the body, '.though said minister be not a delegate 
to this bodjr.* .* ,d '>,!}* nje 

2 The members so chosen shall produce letters from their 
respective churches certifying their appointment, together With 
the slste of their churches since theii laat representation. 

3 The members thus chosen and convened shall be celled 
the Coosa River Association of United Baptist Ckurckes 

4. This Association shall sit as an advisory council, sod ehsll 
have no power to • , Loid, it qver God's heritage" nor infringe on 
the internal rights of tho churches, but shall hate power to ex- 
clude from the union, any church not orthodox in principle ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, and who fail; to represent herself at 
one Association, and refuse to sccount for j: at the next. 

5 If one church commit an offence against another it shall 
he the duty of the offended m. labor with the offeudor for satis- 
faction and if she fails of success, ebe shall call* the aid of two 
or more sister churches to assist iu laboring for satisfaction, and 
if satisfaction cannot he obtained, it shall be the duty of the 
agrieved church tp lay the matter before the Association to be 
decided on according to its merits: — and if a serious difficulty 
should aiise in an individual church, after due labor she cannot 
i econcile, she shall call to bar aid two or more churches of her 
union to assist her in the work; and if the difficulty he not then 
removed, it shall be the duty of the church to bring the case to 
the Association to be acted on as above prescribed. But the 
Association will take cognizance of no case of the above kind, 
unless adue course of procedure shall have been previously 
puisued. • > evuihtt 

6 Any church desiring admittance into the union, shall peti- 
tion by letter and messengers, and if found orthodox shall he 
received by the Association through the moderator's giving the 
messengers the right .hand of fellowship. ; *-j erf* ' 

7 Any church in our union shall be entitled to three dele- 
gates and no more. ..»$ j . . . >•, 

Any church having a public gift, at the time of his being II - 
cer.sad, should call the gifts of two or more sister churches or 
experienced members to unite with the church of which such 
gift is a member in conference, relative to the nature of the gift, 
and if thus approved, then be licensed, and reported to the next 
session,* and in all ordinations we recommend a Presbytery of 
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two or more, and report to the next Association. 

9 No query shall be takeo under consideration is the Asso- 
ciation except when ca>es of serious difficulty ere likely to f rise, 
sod cannot be settled by the church nor the assistance of other 

- churches which they shall call upon, then if inet settled they 
may send it to the Association. **v 

10 This Association may correspond with airy Baptist bene, 
voleittsesrifajibnehe may deem. expedient. 

1 1 This Association sbali hove power to elect a Moderator 
and Clerk of her own body. '? A .awivn-Hi 9'B- f* 

12 Airy amendment may he made to this plan or form of coon 
stitution at any time, when two thirds of the Association may 
deem expedient. f, "W — «wS »»■' 

13 Any church wishing a letter of dismission, shall make ap* 
plication therefor by letter. 

,. teneLlT*-'. '! ^M>,ne*#*8 ?, "•rhAb*?? 

ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPLES. 

1 We believe 'tbeie is only one true and living God, the 
Father. Word and Holy Ghost. IH 

2 We believe the scriptures of the- old and new Testament, 
are the woid of God and the oily rule of faith and practice. 

S We believe in the doctrine of election by grace, and-lhat 
tinners are justified in the sight of God, only by the imputed 
lighteousness of Christ. 

4 We believe in the doctrine of original sin, and that man is 
incapable of recovering himself from the fallen state he is in r-y 
his own freewill and ability. 

5 We believe the Saints shall persevere in grace, and never 
finally fall away. 

* We believe that Baptism, and the Lord's supper are ordii 
nances of Jesus Christ, and that true believers are the only sub" 
jects ot baptism, and emersion the apostolic mode. 

7 We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and that the 
joys of the righteous shall be eternal and the punishment of the 
wieked everlasting. 

8 We believe that no member has a right to administer the 
ordinances but these who have come under the hands of the 
Presbyter y. 

9 We believe tiat none hut regularly baptised members have 
a right to comma io at the Lord's Table. 

The next Association will be held with Mount Zion church, 
Beaton Co. Saturday before the 3rd Lord's day in Sept. 16J1. 
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tlST OF DELEGATES*? THE ASSOCIATION 
9ftfeie»d Master* in**ALL <!«m«t«— Licentiate*^ ltelkt 



rvieitrfe^ s»J ton 



J3rrfJttaU^~ Friendefcip.* B F Teagy*v Lewia Pytefc - Wm 
C.Clark* ilfcfsbaaA erto b "•*!*» 

.9rffid*J^ater«*W;W IMattison. D. He»t©a, Wttea<erj')l 
Satphur Spi ings— A Grtaea, ^ T Ffgtey <*t L>. ■Ofi WIaf t 
Mt.3rioa~RPAOBf.JbJf fltotokv M Aram »»f. aHT ! r 
A ntioch— S 6 Jenkins, A Cochraw* L Mentisag J ^Neighbor a 
Bethlehem— W Beaa, H Bojjgs* J Wmtfeer H Hunt. 
3ele»-N Dottins, Z Slim* W Martin ' *a* n ooiftijife 
Blue Eye— W McCain, H D Ac her, G. D Johnttn. 
Soilofa— €key* : W-M Martin* J C Mastin*fcm>ffc yn A f 
New Hope — S Garrett* J Sadbuig, # N. Garrett 
Refuge— S Braden, W B Poe, W B Jones 
Troot Creek—* » Morganitf > L' <Reyv ' r -' 8 / 
Sreand District— Lebanon -iC McGeef A 'Arfffrt ir f Win/ Cbtry 
Good Hope— H £ Tamax****, J Head**} **rn*«towe. 
8rHy*r»a— Ntot f#pre*eW*-dV » a*iei*r*i %d eW S 

Cfci§r«€reelP-^Wi bo*reryVD Flbren*^ A'lMriioW»<****« 
Talladeaa— C R^GrftM, >»<*! *¥ri« JP »'R«*W#«w » T W F. 
TaHa»anatjsb»?-4»W^B Fbh*erfciif|f Jip ftyih*t<T'>IJ ! Prjpe; 
2*tVd District— Bethesda— J D Teagu**"W J Peters, ^ W 
at n*flflP*«hjue*S r 'Pisny; -V. ! « • ■' > '• »d: n: .o e'f *■ ' 

' Bif»prtris^J'.]i*"f wWfi^'jy €wtl«f¥«v ( \V. Nelswn o,o**i 
Liberty— T P Holcombi. L G$*be*t k W ^Mtchell J T «Wk 
Spring 6PM*-ti&«W»fttn!* ; ti ffefcateV, Ii J Baker -V. a 
Ml. Zio«— J CBffee, H S Darby, A Oden. -i ■** **«*«• 

Ft WHtnvw^W *J Itea»U,* J P Rmcden ' D Wallta' W TVl 
« # /O'rxon ..?«> aasnisi 

Macedonia— J M*<tin, J Wiltin^ttt* J H #o*ey 
Mt Pleasant— J Will aim*, E Ci Cook 
Foin»Sfc £>i»tfi< «— M t A r rar a t •*• Korbm a ny J ^brantf* > J < «fV 

Foreman* fae*.wt 

uMtWhwiyuiiO^ Ja*n*>np WO Mitchell, JT Oox 9 W 
t»: Crootted ©reeniwf) »"P«C*/'M Gwfyv Ai Le**ireH: >** 

Concord— M Gorrtll H R Johnson, C Davis ^^ 

& v jCmtaVaaA l¥« Wan, fi Freettaw* * Podde r 

Hatchett Creek— J*f . *ate» J Ha«*norw, # LerJbeitfcrlrt * 



.i&di Jg»8 ai tbu t * '»3*a«6 

Firat m«.— Friendship, Friday before 5th Lord's day Aug. 1S61 
See. Dis — Lebanon, Friday befoie 1st Lord's day Aug. 1851. 
Third Dis.— Bethesda. Friday before 2d Lord's day Aug. 1851 
i ourth Dis— Crooked Creek, Friday before 1st Loid's day '51 
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T^lla4eg«v«^»)4s^»M(w.^i 7i< & 0220 2 50 2 50 100 00 

B*toe*da.«ry.;..6belbj .. 5 2 12 J 1 64 a 00 2 00 

Big Spring...., i«ll 4.1 1,133,2,00 2 00 

Liberty .............. 8 0* 6 1»'2 

Sp«ng t>eek. k 8t Cliur 22 9 OU 3 

Mount Zion. .. Talladega 10 4 2 3 

#».■ Wiiltasfl • *...,.!*:«•. OekfO 5 O 

Macedonia.... St Clair 10 5 8 .1 73 

Mow* P*a*«nf.. 2 7 21 

Hatchet Creek Talladega nOt 0- 2 .-.J; #2. 

Mount Arrarat .'..,:&}%. 4 4 1 .2 .0 1 24 

Liberty 5*> 4" 10 f, 8- H?]» 

FCrbdkiwJfCreeli'.. I...... f 10 & 2>©~4*>g8 

i4^aeori*».>i«^«'i« t «^V#'d' 0^044^8^0 39 

*Mew. ; ... . ...-..; S • 1 4 31 

k«lfeTO^rr^*itfferi^cftWdid^^ the number of 

black members, therefore ihe clerk thought it best to. reave tnem out 

**8glW» i^tatfcHcar t&bfeiilll -the churches- make TuM returns. 

'•"nKSH The Clerk Tiirot •ur'd.'flfi.Hnd givipn the correct fima of each 
chwcliea meeting? Imt few tetti^s^ecilfed the Time, and had to bo 
governed in part.by rhe Minutes of last year. If he has erred he 
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COOS* BLVKR BOOK SOCtBTY. 
In accordance with '« resolution pasted by the association, «o 
to found ill Appendix t>, tbs above society w*s organised im- 
mediately after lbs awocistiot. adjourned/ and Adopted the fel* 
lowing. - '* '' B *| ■ ' 

LJ <JowtrrtiTioii. i 

Article 1st. Too organization sh*U be called the Coosa Hirer 
Boot Society; : . « ; £ ! 

Article 2nd Tbs object of this Sooiety shall be tbe establish- 
ment 0/ a Dspositoiy of Bibles, religious Boobs and Tracts, at 
pome convenient point within the bounds -of the Coosa River 
A social ion, »v here our churches and, and others sen be supjdi* 
ed at a cheap rate, wit h suitable religious boobs and public** 
tions. I » • . . ..»..» • ^jsw^lwf 

Arti6le 3d The officers of this Society- eh* H be -a -President, 
two Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treaemer end Depository 
Agent, with a Board of Managers to-be annually eleeted, or ap> 
pointed by tbe Society. - 

Article 4th The society shall hold its*nooal meeiing with 
the .Coosa River Association, and some one shall be selected 
annually to deliver an address or sermon before it. Intermedi- 
ate meetings rosy be Called by the President, oi<4fefej *two Vice 
President^. .,...' trades*! 

article 6th Any one may become a member of tbe society by 
contributing the sum of one dollar or more, annually to its funds; 
or by tbe payment often dollars at say one .time, become a 
member for life. , • - v V 

article 6th 1W Board of Managers may have the disposition 
of tbe funds of the Society, in tbe interval of annual meetings, and 
appoint one or more agents, or Colporteurs, and fix their com 
pensatron. A majority of the Board of Managers shall eon 
slrtute a quorum to do busir.es*. 

Article 7tb The Board of Ma nagers shall make an annual re* 
port (o tbe society of their operations. 

£ k , OFFICERS. 

The following persons were elected officers for the ensuing 
year; U. E. Taliaferro, Prcsid en t; J. M. Roberta and J. "M. 
Crook, Vice Presidents; S. G. Jenkins, Secretary; G. T. Me- 
Afes Treasurer and Depository Agent. Appointed a commit- 
tee of six to raise funds for tbe Society, consisting of, J. Hea« 
den, J. M. Roberts, J. a* Collins, C. R. Cross, M. Garrett and 
J. M> Crook. 

The following persons were appointed a Board of Managers 
fur the ensuing year; C. McGee, C. R~> Cross, J. Headea, 
W. W. Mattison and J. H. Roberts. S. G. Jenkins was ap- 
pointed to deliver an address at the next annual meeting, idi 
jsurned to meet with tbe association at its session in 1851. 

fc G; JENKIK% Secy. H. E. TALIAFERRO, Pr*. 
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$»h> «/«el«j^«.-4i?thft» *<llb» *ca»P raeMmg at W«I^ 
>i»<rtocint #nda*Wof e the tat LoftfVdey in .Sept. -1SSI. 

3. JU«o one it Liberty ■#****& ciWBi»«>^|j|^«»ay before Jhf 
fct tofiPa day in OtfeW 16S1. V 5 ^ 
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